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made divers rhymes in her honour; whereof I shall
here write only as much as concerneth the most gentle
Beatrice, which is but a very little. Moreover, about
the same time while this lady was a screen for so much
love on my part, I took the resolution to set down the
name of this most gracious creature accompanied with
many other women's names, and especially with hers
whom I spake of. And to this end I put together the
names of sixty of the most beautiful ladies in that city
where God had placed mine own lady ; and these names
I introduced in an epistle in the form of a sirvent, which
it is not my intention to transcribe here. Neither should
I have said anything of this matter, did I not wish to take
note of a certain strange thing, to wit: that having written
the list, I found niy lady's name would not stand other-
wise than ninth in order among the names of these ladies.
Now it so chanced with her by whose means I had
thus long time concealed my desire, that it behoved
her to leave the city I speak of, and to journey afar :
wherefore I, being sorely perplexed at the loss of so
excellent a defence, had more trouble than even I could
before have supposed. And thinking that if I spoke
not somewhat mournfully of her departure, my former
counterfeiting would be the more quickly perceived,
I determined that I would make a grievous sonnet1
thereof ; the which I will write here, because it hath
certain words in it whereof my lady was the immediate
cause, as will be plain to him that understands. And
the sonnet was this :—
all ye that pass along Love's trodden way,
Pause ye awhile and say
If there be any grief like unto mine :
I pray you that you hearken a short space
Patiently, if my case
Be not a piteous marvel and a sign.
1 It will be observed that this poem is not what we now call a
sonnet. Its structure, however, is analogous to that of the sonnet,
being two sextetts followed by two quatrains, instead of two quatrains
followed by two triplets. Dante applies the terra sonnet to both
these forms of composition, and to no other.

